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Introduction
The sight of workers digging up the roads and fields of
Britain to install telecoms cables is a common one.
However, few people stop to consider the undertakings
that are required before these works can commence. 
The ‘Wayleave Process’ as it’s known, is one of the most
multi-layered and convoluted legal journeys that a business
must navigate. It involves multiple players, from private
individuals to local authorities and the completion of
countless tasks each one with the potential to cause
lengthy and costly delays. 
The Book of Wayleave is an attempt to illustrate how
arduous the process is in a way that is humorous but
uncomfortably accurate.
Our reason for doing this? That will be revealed at the end
of the book…
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Chapter One
An analysis of plans and an interrogation of the Land
Registry database is underway to determine relevant
wayleave stakeholders (including owners of shared
driveways, private roads, MDUs and all other types of
land)…

Clive and Maureen are interrogating the Land Registry
database to compile a list of all the relevant wayleave
stakeholders so their client, FabFibre, can begin initiating
conversations.
The path the cable must take passes by sixteen shared
driveways, five private roads, three MDUs and a thirty-
two-acre field.
Clive chews at his knuckles, “I don’t know where to start, it
looks like half these landowners don’t even live in the
country.”   
Maureen closes her eyes and scratches uneasily at her
scalp. “Maybe if we analyse the plans again something on
the database will change.”
“Like what?” asks Clive. He’s turning pale and wipes away
the beads of sweat forming on his brow.
“I don’t know,” replies Maureen in a whisper. “I don’t
know.”
Clive and Maureen decide to go for a walk. They’re last
seen boarding a train heading away from the city.
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Chapter Two
The preparation and acquisition of single and bulk
wayleave agreements including Heads of Terms is about
to begin…

Evan has been given the unenviable task of preparing single
and bulk wayleave agreements and acquiring existing ones
for his client, Internet Wow.
He doesn’t know how long he’s been working on the task
as time is no longer a concept he recognises. 
“It’s strange…” Evan ponders to himself,  “…examining
legal documents to determine the identity of freeholders
and then drawing up personalised wayleave agreements
sounds like it should be a lot more fun than it is.”
Evan’s contemplation is shattered by the shrill ring of the
telephone. Internet Wow are calling for their fifth update
of the day. 
Evan looks at the clock. It’s 10:15am. 
“I wish there was a button I could press that would do all
this for me,” Evan says in a sad voice.
Evan also wishes he’d followed his dream of becoming a
dancer.
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Chapter Three
The management of relationships with private, social,
residential, and commercial landlords, and local
authorities, with face-to-face visits, negotiations
concerning wayleave terms, and the issuing of required
statutory notices is just about to start…

Bernice is reviewing the list of people she needs to speak
to as part of face-to-face stakeholder visits, wayleave terms
negotiations and the issuing of statutory notices on behalf
of her client, Big Baz’s Broadband. 
“Let’s see…” Bernice exclaims, “…we’ve got fifteen private
landlords, twenty-five commercial landlords, three
surveyors, two law firms, the local authority…”
Twenty minutes later, Bernice reaches the end of the list by
which time she is breathing heavily. 
Bernice picks up the phone and rings her mother.
“Hello darling,” her mother says.
“Hi mum. What year is it?” Bernice asks in a shaky voice.
“Once again darling, it’s 2020.” Bernice’s mother is used to
Bernice asking her this question.
Bernice puts down the receiver and looks at the list again.
She still can’t believe that in 2020 there’s no system that
can make all of this easier. 
Bernice decides she’s going to start smoking again.
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Chapter Four
The all-important review, advice-issuing, and amendment
of existing wayleave processes is about to commence…

Barry is sat on the floor in the corner of his office. He’s at
the stage where he must review and amend existing
wayleave processes before he can advise his client, Terrific
Telecoms, on next steps.
“It kind of looks like Buckingham Palace…” Barry muses to
himself as he stares blankly at the stack of manuals by his
feet, “…if Buckingham Palace was made of misery
documents.”
The highlighters Barry has been using have stained his
fingers in neon colours. He’s starting to think that it’s not
highlighter ink but that he is, in fact, hallucinating.
On the wall, a small TV is playing a science fiction film. A
robot can be seen walking across alien terrain.
Barry kneels in front of the TV. He begins praying for the
robot to come out of the TV and take over from him.
The robot does not come out of the TV.
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Chapter Five
The preparation of wayleave success rate reports is
about to be delegated…

Bernadette walks into Antonio’s office. She is pushing a
wheelbarrow containing the wayleave documentation
compiled so far for their client, Fiberrific. 
Antonio looks scared. 
“You know why I’m here, don’t you, Antonio?” Bernadette
asks. 
Antonio sinks into his chair. He knows. 
“Yes,” he replies. His voice is weak and croaky. 
“This is all the documentation compiled so far. I want you to
study it and prepare the success rate reports.” Bernadette
spits her words with malice. 
Antonio wipes his face. He thinks that Bernadette might
be evil. The way she laughed as she left his office has made
him think this.
Antonio looks at the wheelbarrow. He tries to work out
how long the task will take him and begins to sob.
An email lands in Antonio’s inbox. It’s from Fiberrific. They
want to know if the reports are ready. 
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The End
Though these five scenarios have been presented in a way
designed to be entertaining, they do not represent much
of an exaggeration. The wayleave process is embarrassingly
outdated. Its manual nature takes too much time and is
consequently far more expensive than is necessary in a
digital age. Finally, there is an alternative.
The Trenches Law solution automates huge parts of the
wayleave process meaning project timescales are slashed
and bottom lines are swelled. 
If your business is about to embark on a project that
requires the installation of telecoms cables, speak to us
first.

Keen to know more?

Click here to watch our video.
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https://vimeo.com/449415846


For more information 
call 01256 590 260
email enquiries@trencheslaw.co.uk
visit www.trencheslaw.co.uk

Follow us:
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